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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW. 

Tux following discourse was delivered by President Lorenzo Snow at 
the Sixty-ninth Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City: 

Brethren and sisters, at the commencement of this Semi-annual Confer- 
ence, I wish to say a few words. I suppose that many of the audience 
now before me have come from a long distance to meet with usin this 
General Conference, and that all have been moved to gather here by pure 
motives—by a desire to improve and perfect themselves in matters that 
pertain to their usefulness in the Kingdom of God. In order that we may 
not be disappointed in this it becomes necessary that we prepare our 
hearts to receive and profit by the suggestions that may be made by the 
speakers during the progress of the conference, which may be prompted 
by the Spirit of the Lord. I have thought, and still think, that our being 
edified does not so much depend upon the speaker as upon ourselves. When 
we come together on occasions like this we are entitled to receive some- 
thing that will be of great importance to us in our lives. We ought to 
understand—and I presume that we do generally—that the work which 
we have come into this life to perform cannot be done to the glory of God 
or to the satisfaction of ourselves merely by our own natural intelligence, 
We are dependent upon the spirit of the Lord to aid us and to manifest to 
us from time to time what is necessary for us to accomplish under the 
peculiar circumstances that may surround us. It is the privilege of 
Latter-day Saints, when they get into difficulties, to have supernatural 
power of God, and faith, day by day, to secure from the circumstances 
which may surround us that which will be beneficial and will advance us in 


“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? be- } 
reapeth may rejoice together.,—JOHN 4: 35, 36. 


226 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the principles of holiness and sanctification, that we may as far as possible 
be like our Father. It certainly is possible to advance ourselves toward 
the perfections of the Almighty to a very considerable extent, to say the 
least. In fact, we are commanded to be perfect, even as our Father in 
heaven is perfect. From everything that arises, whether it be of a dis- 
agreeable nature or of a pleasant character, we should derive information 
and secure power to serve ourselves in the path of exaltation and glory 
over which we are moving. I know that we should never have been able 
to endure the severe trials that we have experienced during the past few 
years, had we not been gradually educated in times past and prepared to 
-struggle with difficulties as we passed along. 

I desire to suggest to the Latter-day Saints this morning that they 
should not lose sight of the object which has prompted us to gather our- 
selves together, that we may not return to our homes without having re- 
ceived lessons of encouragement to assist us in the surrounding difficulties. 
It is impossible for Latter-day Saints to move along in the path of glory 
we are now treading unless they devote themselves fully and wholly to 
the work and make the preparation which is absolutely necessary to meet 
and overcome the temptations that might otherwise overpower us. Here, 
I suppose, are brethren and sisters who hold important positions in the 
Church and have most solemn and pleasing duties to perform, and it is 
their ardent desire that they may be properly qualified to discharge these 
sacred duties satisfactorily to themselves and in a way that shall promote 
the interests of those they preside over. 

There is something grand in the consideration of the fact that the Lord 
loves us with a most ardent love. The love that a woman exercises toward 
her offspring cannot equal the love that God exercises toward us. He never 
leaves us, He is always before us, and upon our right hand and our left hand. 
Continually he watches over us. The antediluvians rejected the Lord in 
their day. The message which he sent to them was of the highest import- 
ance. Upon their acceptance of the message depended their temporal and 
spiritual salvation. But they rejected it. When the Lord communicates 
to man that which pertains to his most important interests, it is a solemn 
and serious thing for him to reject so direct a message. But the ante- 
diluvians rejected the message, even the fullness of the Gospel, as it is 
now preached to us. If they had then embraced the opportunity they 
might have received the fullness of the Gospel and been prepared, when 
Christ was crucified and arose from the dead, to receive, through the 
resurrection, their glorious bodies, free from disease and corruption—the 
roost glorious object that ever man set his mind upon. Those people 
‘failed to embrace that opportunity; but the Lord did not fail to love 
them, and to have regard for them, and he gave them another oppor- 
tunity although it was 2,500 years afterwards. After Jesus was crucified 
He went and visited that people and gave them the opportunity of receiving 
that which they rejected when Noah proclaimed to them the principles 
of spiritual and temporal salvation. 

Now, in some respects we differ from any other class of people. Oppor- 
tunities are before us which are not before them, though at some future 
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time they will have the same opportanities as we have received and acted 
upon. But our prospects are different from their prospects; things are 
required at our hands which are not required of them; and there could 
not be placed before men more glorious prospects than. are placed before 
the Saints. No mortal man could wish anything greater or that will 
ultimately prove more satisfactory. Everything that pertains to perfect 
peace, happiness, glory and exaltation is before the Latter-day Saints. 
We should not let our prospects be darkened in the least by doing that 
which is not acceptable before the Lord. 

Brethren and sisters, I pray that the Lord may be with us during this 
Conference; that he may be with those who address you, and especially 
with you, that you may receive and comprehend some principle or some 
suggestion that will be of the most sacred importance to you. 

The brethren will now address you, and through the exercise of your 
faith you will be greatly and abundantly blessed, which may God grant, 
in the name of Jesus. Amen.—Salt Lake Herald. 


“HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER” 


One of the most interesting features of social habit in Salt Lake City 
has been the annual outing of the aged people. Over twenty years ago 
this movement was inaugurated, and it was sometime on or near the 
birthday of the honored late Presiding Bishop, Edward Hunter. At his 
demise this custom continued intact, and while Brother C. R. Savage was 
really the originator, as it developed, the need of a standing committee 
became more and more apparent, and all the old active working partici- 
pators and aids remained, with the Presiding Bishop of the Church, at the 
head thereof. 

These trips in the main have been to some suitable town outside the 
city, where the facilities were equal to the nature of the out. The rail- 
roads furnished the transportation gratuitously, and the town visited 
furnished all the pic-nic needed by the visitors, who numbered from one 
thousand to nearly two thousand; the only qualification needed being 
that of age—70 years and upwarde—all irrespective of creed, color, or social- 
position, were eligible and welcome. The street cars in Salt Lake City 
‘ were also free, the badge, being the significant passport required ; red, for 
over 70; blue, for over 80; and white for over 90, of either sex. 

At the last gathering visited by the writer, somewhere near 2500 of this 
class enjoyed the hospitality of the Weber Stake at Ogden City, where it 
was said 5,000 people had refreshments to their heart’s content in the shady 
Lester Park. There was a general programme between the eating seasons, 
when President Woodruff and others spoke, and a grand time was had by 
the veterans in renewing old associations and asking queries as to the 
present. It has been evident to the worthy and indefatigable committee 
that this matter of outing, owing to the longevity and increase of popula- 


tion was becoming unwieldy, and that an advance of five years would have 
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avoid any appearance of undue requirement upon the hitherto truly 
liberal and sympathetic railroads who furnished transportation. Then 
there was somewhat of a local idea attached to this besides; it was Salt 
Lake City and neighborhood in particular, but the beneficent practice 
was found to have taken deep and lasting root in the hearts of the “Old 
Folks,” and places visited by them began to imitate and capture the spirit 
of reverence for those who had “borne the burthen and heat of the day.” 
The young people caught on too, and they fanned the flame of enthusiastic 
service to the aged, until it simply needed an official presentation to make 
it general. As a consequence the following decisive circular was issued, 
and from the date thereof, as we had already noticed in the Utah papers, 
it has become well nigh universal in the State, and in all the “Mormon” 
colonies outside. 

To our old and esteemed friend Wm. Eddington we are indebted for the 
perusal of the circular, and if we err in presenting it to the readers of the 
Srar, Utah being so distant, we cannot readily ask forgiveness, make 
apology or secure permission; it will interest the Saints here, that is our 
interest and our excuse, premising however that having gone with “The 
Old Folks” for many years, enjoying their enjoyment, and caring for 
their weaknesses and infirmities, we are truly proud to see the long loved 
custom become one of the permanent and beautiful institutions estab- 
lished in Zion and her stakes for all time to come. 7 

BRETHREN: 

The Old Folks Central Committee have had under considera- 
tion the expansion of the “Old Folks Movement,” so that its benefits may 
be applied to all the old folks and others in the Stakes and Wards of Zion. 
The matter has been brought to the attention of the First Presidency of 
the Church, who have given their approval to the plan of forming Stake 
and Ward organizations. 

In order to carry this into effect, it will be necessary to appoint an 
“Old Folks Committee” for each Stake and Ward in Zion. The Stake 
Committee should have a general supervision and direction over these 
affairs in the Stake, and assist the Wards in arranging entertainments, 
etc., and when necessary, take charge of Stake gatherings. The duty of 
the Ward organization will be to arrange for social gatherings of the aged, 
widows and orphans in their respective Wards, at least twice in each year 
—once in the summer and once in the winter—the plan of entertainment 
should be adapted according to the surroundings of the respective Wards. 
Invitations to these assemblies and entertainments should be given with- 
out regard to creed, color, race or social condition. The age limit should 
be left entirely to the discretion of the local committee and arranged 
according to the circumstances of each Ward. In Salt Lake City the age 
limit has been fixed at 70 years and over, in all gatherings under the 
auspices of the Central Committee, but it might be convenient to reduce 
this limit in less populous localities, and when practicable, widows and 
orphans should be included in the invitations. 

The question of organization, character of entertainment and method 
of raising means therefor is also left to the judgment of the several Com- 
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mittees. It has been the custom with the Old Folks Centra] Committee, 
to solicit donations of money, food, presents, etc., from the charitably 
inclined of the Latter-day Saints and others; to get local and other 
dramatic organizations to furnish entertainment ; to take the old folks to 


persons forming a Ward or Stake Committee; this 1 be 
according to the amount of labor involved and the size of the Community. 
When the Ward organizations have been perfected, a report should be 
made to the Stake Committee, who in turn, should forward a report to the 
Central Committee, so that a general record of me eather. may be 
kept on file. 

The purpose of these semi-annual gatherings should be af tion of 
respect and affection for the aged, the comfort of the afflicted ang those 
who are bowed down with care, and the recognition, as children of | our 
Father in Heaven, of the frequently neglected and forgotten of mankind. 
In thus bringing joy and pleasure to those who are often unprovided with. 
amusement and recreation, we shall gain their blessings and the approba- 
tion of all good people and of our Father in Heaven. 

We hope the Bishops of Wards and Stake Committees and others inter- 
ested in this worthy object, will give the matter their early attention, 80 
that if possible, the first entertainment under the auspices of the “Old 
Folks Committees” will be given during the coming holidays. _ 

With best wishes for the success of the “Old Folks Movement ip your 
Stake, we remain, 


Your Brethren in the Gospel, 
WX. B. Preston, QGrorcs Gopp and, C. R. Sava, 


Chairman, 

WILIAX WII III L. BINDER, 

Joun KRRMAN, ANDREW JENSON, N. A. 

BRIOHAM S. Youne, Old Folks Central Committee. 

By way of rounding our topic, we may say that the winter Old Folks” 
entertainment is generally held in the Salt Lake City Theatre, and that 
capacious building is always full to repletion. The invitation includes all 
widows, the deaf and dumb, all orphans, news boys and boot blacks of the 
city, as well as those over 70 years of age; and to see that audience, 
ranging from first to second childhood, is one of the grand and suggestive 
sights of February in the far-famed “City of the Saints.” 

* 


— 


SECULAR PROOFS OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. * 


Tue following lecture on The Book of y 


Elder Geo. Reynolds, delivered at Weber Stake Academy, March 17, 1899: 


It was well known to the former Lamanites of this continent that 
record, such as the Book of Mormon existed, and had been written by the 
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ancient Nephites. The earliest Spanish explorers also knew that such a 
record existed and it soon became known to the Spanish ecclesiastics, 
as these records began to retard the spread of Catholicism, the people 
who had them were very severely punished and forced to destroy all copies 
that were known to be in existence, but it has been prophesied that this 
Book will be again given to the Lamanites. 

The first Hebrew characters found by the earliest Spanish explorers, 
were on gravestones. The inscription on one of these gravestones was, 
Why has God gone away? He is dead one knows.” Another inscription 
was— May the Lord have mercy on his a Nephite,“ another stone three 
and a half inches long by one inch wide, was covered with faces, another 
stone was found in a sink in Ohio, three by six inches, of a chocolate color 
and wedge shape, bearing an inscription written in Hebrew as follows: 
“The King of the earth, the word and Jaw of the Lord, and the Holy of 
Holies.” Mounds of stone and dirt were found in Ohio, 580 feet in circum- 
ference and fifty feet high, many small coins were found in the interior. 
In one of these was found a piece of wood with brass rings on it, this 
board covered another board, which was the cover of a coffin, in the coffin 
were found a lock of black hair, some bones and some brass rings, under 
the coffin was a small box which contained the ten commandments, which 
were written on plates in the Hebrew language. On one side of the plates, 
which were six and seven-eighths inches long, two and seven-eighths 
wide and one and five-eighths inches thick, was a carved figure dressed 
in the robes of the Priesthood, above whose head was written in Hebrew, 
“Moses.” This grave is supposed to have been that of one of the Nephites, 
the Ten Commandments being buried with him. 

A man was once leveling a piece of ground in Pennsylvania when he 
found two black straps of rawhide, sewed together; between them were 
four pieces of parchment, containing legible Hebrew inscriptions, treating 
on parts of the Old Testament. Another parchment was found near the 
Kansas River, the inscription on this parchment, as well as those on many 
others, proves plainly that the people who formerly inhabited this con- 
tinent were the Nephites and their descendants. 

Mr. Wosley says he obtained a manuscript from a Jewish Rabbi of 
Amsterdam, by the name of Manassa Ben Israel; the substance of this 
manuscript is as follows: 

“While Francisco was traveling on this continent, he discovered that his 
guide was one of the Nephites, who informed Francisco of the terrible 
punishments the Spaniards had inflicted upon them; in the course of their 
conversation Francisco discovered that the tribe of Nephites still had a 
hiding place on this continent. When informed of this the explorer de- 
sired to see the tribe and their hiding place. The guide obtained an oath 
of secrecy and conducted him to the place. Certain signals were given 
and they were conducted over a large river into their place of refuge; the 
people were very large in stature, with sunburned skins, and wore turbans 
on their heads. The people claimed that they had been conducted into 
this place by the Lord through great miracles and that they had fought 
many times and lost most of their people, to keep their country, which 
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was given them by God. These people did not speak the Hebrew lan- 
guage in conversation, using it only in hymns, writings, etc.; but the 
language they speak, resembles very much the Hebrew language.” 

While in Cincinnati Elder Parley P. Pratt was shown a gold plate upon 
which inscriptions were written in Hebrew. This, as well as two brazen 
and three copper ones that Adair speaks of which were found in Ohio, 
bear proof that the ancient inhabitants of this continent were Nephites. 
The Indians claim the plates were given them by God and that they had 
buried many of the plates with the people who died. 

All these facts tend to establish the authority of the Book of Mormon.— 
Deseret News. 


FRIENDSHIP. 


To assist a fallen friend is instinctive with noble natures.—DIcKENs. 

I try to make my enmities transient, and my friendships eternal.— 
CICERO. 

One treacherous friend is more dangerous than a thousand avowed 
enemies.— ANONYMOUS. 

Why should I study unless to e ene for my associations with 
my fellow men Cionno. 

friends upon them.—Co 

No man can do the best work that is in him without a certain amount 
of kindly 

False friends are like our shadows, keeping close to us while we walk in 
the sunshine, but leaving us the instant we cross into the shade.—Bovzsg. 

Friendship which flows from the heart cannot be frozen by adversity, 
as the water that flows from the spring does not congeal in winter.— 
CooPER. 

Heaven knows what would become of our society, if we never visited 
people we speak ill of; we should all live, like Egyptian hermita, in 
crowded solitude.—ELior. 

Actions, not words, are the true criterion of the attachment of friends; 
the most liberal professions of good-will are very far from being the surest 
marks of it.— W asHINGTON. 

Be assured those will be thy worst enemies, not to whom thou hast done 
evil, but who have done evil to thee; and those will be thy best friends, 
not to whom thou hast done good, but who have done good to thee.— 
LAVATER. 

“Look on your best friends with the thought that they may one day 
become your worst enemies,” was an ancient maxim of worldly prudence. 
It is for us to reverse the maxim, and rather say: “Look on your worst 
enemies with the thought that they may one day become your best 
friends,"—STaNLEY. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 1899. 


FREEDOM. 


Tue Nineteenth Century might very appropriately be called the century 
of freedom. The principles of human liberty have engaged the minds of 
men to a greater degree, and more has been done to break the shackles of 
bondage than during any. two or three previous centuries. It is true that 
much was accomplished during the eighteenth century in liberating men 
from man’s inhumanity and tyranny, but the closing century, besides 
doing much in that line, has brought or has prepared the way to bring 
liberation to millions of the human race from thralldom as galling as 
chains of the bondsman, and that is the thralldom of ignorance and 
superstition. 

Popular education and the dissemination of knowledge through the 
press has worked wonders, and now the brightest thoughts of the bright- 
est minds have been placed within the reach of the poor, and the common 
people have been emancipated from the pall of ignorance that has hung 
over them so long. 

The wonderful discoveries and inventions of this century have almost con- 
quered time and space, and forced the elements to surrender their treasures 
for man’s convenience and accommodation. The luxuries of the markets 
of the world are brought to the doors of the poor at such prices as to be 
within the reach of those who, under former conditions, were forced to 
subsist on the scantiest fare. It is now hard to distinguish the poor from 
the rich or the well born from those of humbler parentage. 

This liberty and these achievements are grand and * 
their full benefits can be realized and the results designed by the Creator 
and revealer of these secrets can be brought about, there is another 
thralldom from which the human family must be emancipated, the chains 
of which are more galling and the results more dire and far reaching 
than ever attached to that of African slavery—a bondage that is not 
enforced but voluntary, and which brings under its baleful curse millions 
who would fain escape its cankering influence, This isthe bondage of 
sin, and Satan forges the chains for all who will voluntarily place their 
hands in the shackles. While the bonds of those who have been liberated 
from slavery could last only during the natural life, the bondage of sin 
extends into the eternities and binds the soul as well as the body. 

As the thralldom of sin is voluntary so must be the emancipation. 
Those who have of their own free will allowed the shackles of sin to be 
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placed on their wrists must in like manner hold out their. hands to the 
Great Emancipator, Christ, that they may be liberated from their bonds. 
He has offered liberation to all who will comply with the conditions neces- 
sary. The first of these conditions is faith in His power and willingness 
to liberate, together with a realization of the sinful condition; the second, 
a sincere repentance and forsaking of sin; the third, baptism for the re- 
mission of sin and as a token of humility and submission to the conditions 
imposed; and fourth, the baptism of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of 
hands by those in authority; this is promised as a reward for obedience 
to all the other conditions. Without this no mortal is able to withstand 
the temptations of that evil one who seeks to destroy the souls of men. 

Faith is the gift of God through seeking, and repentance is an act of 
the sinner himself, but the baptism of water and the Holy Ghost must be 
performed by one who is “commissioned of Jesus Christ to do this in 
His name or He will not acknowledge it, for He said to the Apostles, “Ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 
John 15: 16. Paul says, “And no man taketh this honor unto himself, 
but he that is called of God as was Aaron.” Heb. 5: 4. } 

Not only did the Apostles have authority themselves to administer 
these ordinances, but they had power also to confer it on others when so 
instructed of the Holy Ghost. We read in the Acts of the Apostles, 13th 
chapter follows: “As they ministered to the 
Lord, and fasted, Ghost said, separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
e called them. And when they had fasted and 

prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.” Now if any 
man comes claiming this authority it is well to make diligent inquiry into 
his credentials, for if he be not duly commissioned of Jesus Christ, he will 
be counted as an impostor and his administrations will be worse than 
useless for they will be mockery in the sight of God. : 

The question now is how to test the authority of the claimant. Paul 

says, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel 
What was the Gospel the Apostles preached?! The doctrine preached by 
Peter on the day of Pentecost was “Repent and be baptised every one of 
you in she name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” The last thing that Christ taught 
before His ascension was, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel 
ate every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved and 
he that believeth not shall bedamned. And these signs shall follow them 
that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them, they shall lay hands on the sick, and. they 
shall recover.” 

The Apostles taught a church with Apostles, prophets, ete. These with 
many other things found in the New Testament may be used as testa of 
those who profess to teach the. doctrines of Christ. To the low and to 
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the testimony : if they speak not according to this word it is because there 
is no light in them.” Isaiah 8: 20. 


In the fore part of the Nineteenth Century this Gospel of emancipation 
from sin was again restored to earth, and, through the instrumentality of 
Joseph Smith, a Prophet of God, all the gifts, powers and blessings of 
former days were conferred on men, and thousands now holding that 
authority are proclaiming the glad tidings to the sons of earth, and ask- 
ing to be judged by the standard set by Jesus and the Apostles. * 

A. W. 


— 


FULL REPENTANCE. 


Now don’t turn the Star to another leaf because of this heading, for it 
is not so common-place a thing as you may have imagined after all; ita 
purport is wider and reaches further the more you look at it and the 
deeper you delve into its essential and covering nature. 

To the ordinary man it means little, its area is limited, its reach circum- 
scribed, and its chief characteristic is defined as sorrow; but it is possible 
to be overcome of this, and yet repentance may remain altogether uncom- 
prehended. 

Most persons conclude that it refers only to sins committed, to lapses 
from morality, honesty, sobriety and kindred vices, and such persons 
think that they having committed none of the flagrant sins are therefore 
not subjects for repentance or only in a slight and venial way; they are 
not great sinners as a matter of fact, and therefore there is little personal 
application of this Divine call to repentance; their lives have been in the 
main above the law, they are not radically or actually bad, they have been 
respectable, that proud boast of many, some of whom join in saying, 
“Lord have mercy upon us miserable sinners,” loudly in Church, but if 
accused in anger or contention, the accuser would be knocked down or sued 
for libel, the particular crime or sin would have to be pointed out, and 
then guilt on that point alone would be grudgingly acknowledged. 

It is probably allowable for the scriptures to call men sinners, even 
ministers may do this in a general way, but to give a “thus saith the 
Lord” or “thou art the man,” is to infringe upon the dignity of a man, 
his individuality or self-respect as it is called. Yet John the Baptist and 
Jesus, nay all His servants and Apostles had a special mission in their 
day, to “call men everywhere to repent.” Some would urge that this past 
time was in the dark ages, and incompatible with the freedom, liberality 
and charity of a more enlighted age; but this was the message of God, 
through the Prophet Joseph [Smith and it is urged and reiterated in our 
day as indispensable, in spite of all the light and progress of an over- 
rated time, so far as God and Godliness is concerned. 

The great angelic cry of the latter dispensation was to be, “Worship 
Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters,” and this implies many things which would surely be unpalatable 
to nations professedly religious and Christian. It says plainly, or in- 
directly at least, that if worship of the Supreme did exist, the character 
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of that worship or the object thereof was, in someway, at variance with 
the Divine idea; strangely enough, but little enquiry is needed to demon- 
strate that fact, for He is declared in Articles of Faith to be “without 
body, parts or passions,” and in the Creed, He is declared to be “incom- 
prehensible” or unknowable; a Paul is surely needed to declare now, 
as he did to the Athenians who had created an altar “to the unknown 
God, whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I unto you.” 
The cry seems to intimate that men at the coming of this angel would be 
worshipping, they would be religious, but the Being they worshipped would 
be a myth, a non-personal, unknowable, “incomprehensible” God. 

This religious generation therefore needs to repent, even of their sin of 
ignorance, for “ye worship ye know not what.” This sin of ignorance is 
surely the crying sin of this our time; “men know not God,” the older 
churches are guilty by their own confession, the more modern ones are 
equally undecided and in the dark. This proclamation is needed, as was 
once said so we may say, “the days of our ignorance God winked at, now 
he commandeth men everywhere to repent.” 

This religious generation also needs to repent of the influence that it 
has exerted, for the Church is responsible for much of the scepticism and 
infidelity of the Christian world, it is this ignorance in the which men 
have “darkened counsel by words,” that has driven hosts of good, moral, 
useful men away from spiritual life and communion with the heavens, for 
in the midst of bitterest strife and vain wrangling, the teachers neither 
entered into the sphere of revelation “themselves, nor suffered those who 
would.” This was done by proclaiming that for many generations, the 
heavens have been all but closed to the enquirer, especially if his query 
was as to “the Truth.” i 

Unbelief is a deadly sin, “Without faith it is impossible to please God,” 
but none can have faith in a Being such as is and has been presented by 
the Christian world, for the “God who made the heaven and the earth” is 
the one who said, “Let us make man in our own image, and in our own 
likeness, male and female created He them.” All sin implies a lawgiver 
as well as a law, for “where there is no law there is no transgression,” and 
personal violation of all revealed law intimates penalty, hence says the 
Lord, “Your iniquities have separated between your God, and your sins 
have hid his face from you that he will not hear.” See the arraignment 
Isaiah 59th chapter. 

The word of the Lord has always been “Return,” and the burthen of 
the Prophet was, “Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts.” Finally, “God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself,” and the Apostles were “ambassadors for Christ, praying 
the world in his stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 

Repentance in the Gospel was a powerful ingredient in this reconcilia- 
tion, it included “repentance toward God through our Lord Jesus Christ ;” 
repentance for this misconception of Deity, repentance for personal sins, 
repentance for sins of omission, repentance of ignorance of tradition and 
superstition, “repentance from dead works,” altogether working that 
“repentance which needeth not to be repented of.” 
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Repentance covers vast ground, the influence thereof is infinite as it 
were, affecting man’s relation with his God and with his neighbor, per- 
taining to time and eternity, and as knowledge and understanding in- 
creases there will surely long be room for repentance. The possession of 
this principle and a man’s action thereupon is simply saying, by the spirit 
of faith and the grace of God, I am wiser to-day than I was yesterday, 
to the appreciation of goodness and truth I am more susceptible, I am 
more sensitive to evil and wrong whether this be in thought, word or deed, 
I am therefore possessed of that divine repentance to salvation which 
needeth not to be repented of.” It was declared by the Prophet time and 
time again, that repentance must be preached to this generation, and all 
other teaching appeared at times to him to be superfluous or to be conse- 
quent thereon; it was to be more than sorrow, for Esau found no place 
for repentance though he sought it carefully with tears, and “the sorrow 
of the world worketh death,” while true, genuine, effectual repentance is 
really to “cease to do evil and to learn to do well.” N. 


THE remains of Elder David M. Muir, late missionary from Utah to 
Scotland, have been exhumed at the request of his people and forwarded 
to Utah. The matter was attended to by President David O. McKay of 
the Glasgow Conference in a praiseworthy business-like manner, all the 
details of which are thankfully received and, no doubt, the family of 
the deceased as well as the authorities in Zion will be gratified at 
the result. It is gratifying to know that every aid was kindly ren- 
dered by the municipal authorities and other officials who had to be 
consulted prior to the exhumation. To thus receive for final interment 
in Zion the remains of a good man, and a devoted missionary is all that 
could be done for the deceased in this probation; there are some things 
done which will find full recompense only in the Jand now veiled from 
sight, and known most fully after that glorious resurrection into eternal 
life which is promised to all the tried and true. Elder Muir was of this 
class, and he will no doubt be proudly satisfied with the labor and sacrifice 
of his family, his kinsfolk and his friends. 


Mr. Sry Wess, chairman of the National Educational Board, Lon- 
don, handled American political institutions in a severe manner while 
lecturing before the school of economics. In connection with his criticism 
he said, “The purest city in America is the Mormon Salt Lake City.” 


THE London Saints have changed their place of meeting to Clerkenwell 
Town Hall, Rosebery Avenue, London, N. The Priesthood in that locality 
are hoping for much larger congregations there. “So mote it be!” 

The Scottish Conference address is 53 Holmhead Street, Glasgow. 


Etprr J. R. Hopson desires to acknowledge through the Srar the 
receipt of five shillings from an unknown friend, and expresses his sincere 
thanks to the donor with assurance that the money will be devoted to the 
spread of truth. 
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Tue Anchor line as. Furnessia from Glasgow, March 25, 1899, with 
emigrating Saints and returning Elders on board, arrived at New York 
on April 5, with all well. 


SHEFFIED 88 Norice.—A Conference of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Sheffield Conference District will be 
held in the Arcade Hall, Market Hill, Barnsley, Sunday, April 30, 1899. 
Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


PRESIDENT OLDHAM, writing from Barnsley, reports 6 baptisms, they 
were confirmed at the fast meeting Sunday; prospects are good. Grimsby 
was expected to give ita quota the same day. Open-air meetings and bap- 
tisms were attracting clerical attention and some opposition, which bodes 
no harm to the cause of Truth. Our crowded columns prevent our giving 
President Oldham’s breezy letter in full, but he and his associate Elders 
are evidently on the alert, and the Lord is with them in their labors. 


By letter from our coming Counselor, Elder James L. MoMarrin, we 
learn that be will leave Utah for England on or about the 28nd of April, 
one of those circumstances which accrue occasionally in the family relation 
will detain him that long. He will have the prayers and faith of his 
prospective associates that all will be well. 


LETTER FFOM ELDER PALMER. 


Editor, Star: 

In the midst of our joyous re-union with the Elders and 
Saints of the London Branch, after an absence of three months, we are 
not by any means unmindful of the hundreds of kind friends who have so 
courteously assisted in making our lecture tour a pleasure as well as a 
success. 

We improve this opportunity of reassuring the Elders, Saints and 
friends, of our grateful appreciation for all the kind treatment that they 
so generously bestowed upon us. By their hospitality we have been fed; 
by their hopeful and sympathetic words, encouraged; and by their faith 
and prayers, sustained. In answer to the many petitions in our behalf, 
God has blessed us with health, strength and happiness in the pe: form- 
ance of our duties. | 

That the Lord will bless the efforts put forth in this direction to 
remove the rancorous. prejudice existing against His people, there is 
absolutely no doubt. While there have been some discouraging incidents, 
yet in the main we have every reason to feel satisfied with the results of 
the work. In the future campaigns of this nature we shall be able to 
profit by the mistakes that have been made in this venture, It was a 


departure from the customary way of presenting our cause to the world; 
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and, being all more or less unacquainted with the various “departments 
of the business,” we could hardly expect flattering successes all along the 
line. We are more confident now than ever, that under proper manage- 
ment, there is no better way of presenting to the world, the facts concern- 
ing “Utah and the Mormons,” than by a series of Lantern Lectures. 
Much credit is due the Elders and Saints for the zeal and perseverance 
they have exhibited in this work, to say nothing of the very liberal 
pecuniary donations they have given to assist in defraying the expenses. 
Again thanking all concerned for their courtesy, hospitality and encour- 
agement, we have the pleasure of ascribing ourselves, 
Your co-laborers in the Work of the Lord, 
Gro. W. PALMER, 
Rost. ANDERSON. 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Semi-Annual Conference of the Latter-day Saints in the Norwich 
district convened in Gordon Hall, Duke Street, Norwich, Sunday, April 9, 
1899. Among those in attendance were Henry W. Naisbitt of the Presi- 
dency of the European Mission; J. C. McFarlane of the Liverpool Office; 
Frank Jacobs, Traveling Elder in the Newcastle Conference; President 
John F. Porter, and all the Traveling Elders of the Norwich Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

At the morning meeting the Sacrament was administed by Elders Ezra 
B. Parrish and J. Fred Daynes. President John F. Porter made a few 
opening remarks, and the other speakers were Elders Henry Crane, Thos. 
West, Jos. Howard, David Butler, Wm. R. Gedge and President Henry W. 
Naisbitt. 

In the afternoon meeting President John F. Porter presented the names 
of the general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission, all of whom were unanimously sustained. Elder John F. 
Porter was sustained as President of the Norwich Conference, and the 
following named Traveling Elders to labor in their respective fields as 
follows: Ezra B. Parrish, Jos. Howard and Heber H. Davis in the Nor- 
wich district; J. Fred Daynes, T. M. McCune and David Butler in the 
Lowestoft district; Thos. West, Wm. R. Gedge, Henry Crane, James W. 
Green and Heber Austin in the Ipswich district. 

The statistical report for the six months ending March 31, 1899, then 
read, was as follows: Tracts distributed—from door to door, 12,782; at 
open-air meetings, 431. Books distributed—sold, 12; loaned, 92; given 
away,4. Strangers houses visited—by first tract, 3,608; by first invitation, 
105; by re-invitation, 267. Gospel conversations, 838. Meetings held— 
cottage, 72; out-door, 29; Sunday school sessions, 16; M. I. A. sessions, 11; 
Bible classes, 27; Priesthood meetings, 2. Baptisms, 6; confirmations, 6; 
ordinations,2. Children blessed—of members, 6; of non- members, 3. New 
Subscribers for Star, 6. Seventies (Missionaries from Zion), 12; Local 
Priesthood—Elders, 10; Priests, 10; Teachers,3; Deacons, 2; members, 
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142; total officers and members (Missionaries excluded), 167; children 
under 8 years of age, 38; total number of souls, 205. The speakers were 
President Henry W. Naisbitt, J. C. McFarlane, and President John F. 

At the evening meeting Elder Ezra B. Parrish and President Henry W. 
Naisbitt addressed the congregation. 

A Priesthood meeting was held as usual on Monday morning at Gordon 
Hall, at which each Elder gave a summary of his labors, and received 
some excellent counsel. 

In the evening the Saints and friends met in Gordon Hall and partook 
of a nice tea, and listened to a well rendered program, consisting of songs, 
recitations and musical selections. 

J. Frep Daynes, Clerk of Conference. 


UTAH ITEMS. 


A company has been formed in Ogden for the manufacture of pottery ware. 

Murray, Salt Lake County, is to have a new $15,000 school building in the near future, 

A new railroad is projected to connect Columbus, New Mexico, with Salt Lake City, 
through Colorado. 

tion of a state fish hatchery. 


There are now 147 missionaries laboring lan dn 
dency of Elder W. H. Smart. 


There were 447 Seventies laboring as missionaries in Europe at the close of last year, 
and 443 in the Southern States. 

There is a strong probebility that the D. and R. G. Railway will build an extension 
into Malad Valley at an early date, 

Work is commenced on the New City Hall at Spring City, Sanpete County. The 
walls are to be of timber lined with steel. 

The German settlers of Santa Clara are building a new meeting house 30 x 56 ft. which 
is expected to be ready for use next fall or winter. 

The St. George school-house, 96 x 102 feet, containing twelve rooms, with wide hall and 
all modern improvements, is getting under way. 

Fairview is up to the top notch with improvements which include a second creamery, 
a large central school house and an up-to-date City Hall. 

There were 1,288 persons baptised last year in the Southern States Mission, or more 
than in Great Britain, Scandinavia and Switzerland combined. 

Elder H. J. Grant, of the Council of the Apostles, retarned home on Friday, March 
24, after an extended visit to the conferences in the Northern States Mission. 

The Cache Valley people seem determined to have a sugar factory of their own, all the 
preliminaries having been settled. Utah will be sweeter than ever after a while. 

The new university to be built on the east bench of Salt Lake City, is to be commenced 
speedily and completed by January, 1900. The cost not to exceed one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. 

President McKinley has asked General Otis to recommend a member of the Utah bat- 
tery whose service in the Philippines entitles him to sppointment as second Meutenant 
in the regular army. 
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